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The Gathering of Women, Inc. held their annual celebration of community activism last Sunday, April 17 at the St. Petersburg Country Club.



Photo credit: Avalon Staley

BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Gathering of Women,
Inc. 2016 Men and Women
of Distinction Awards Ceremony kicked off an amazing afternoon this past
Sunday. The St. Petersburg Country Club, located at 2000 Country
Club Way S, was filled with
well-wishers who came out
to support the achievements of some 18 honorees.
The awards are to
honor individuals who
have tirelessly given their
time, talent and expertise

to benefit the community.
The honorees represent
a broad range of community activism that included
health, culture, public
service and business.
Andrida McCall Hosey
presided as Mistress of
Ceremonies with her
usual warmth and graciousness. The stylishly
dressed crowd enjoyed
musical performances by
the group “4 Gents,” who
took the crowd to a trip
down memory lane as
they performed a tribute
to “The Temptations.”
Guest speaker Corey
Givens, Jr. has been a community activist for most of
his young life. He is the

second vice president of
the St. Petersburg NAACP,
a member of the Pinellas
County Urban League
Young Professionals and
founded and the Pinellas
County Democratic Black
Caucus, where he is also
president.
Speaking on women
and the many accomplishments they have given to
the world, Givens lauded
the honorees and the
Gathering Of Women, Inc.
for epitomizing their same
ingenuity, perseverance
and strength.
“It only takes one person with a dream and a vision,” he encouraged the
audience. “It’s about how

Bayou Highlands Neighborhood
Association is on the comeback

five local youths who are
eager to make a difference
in the community. This
year’s awardees were
Alexander King (St. Leo
University), Khalil Harris
(Florida A&M University),
Greg Cason (Pinellas
Technical
College),
Sha’Von Chasten (Pinellas
Technical College) and
Terence J. Ware (undecided).
Ann-Marie Clarke
Born in Kingston, Jamaica, Clarke is the assistant director of Pinellas
Technical College, St. Petersburg. She graduated
high school at 16 and attended the University of
Florida where she earned

a Bachelor’s of Science in
Health Science Education.
She went on to earn a Master of Education in Curriculum and Instruction
from the University of
South Florida.

Ann-Marie Clarke
See AWARDS, pages 10

Pitching promises
BY LAURA MULROONEY
Neighborhood News Bureau

BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – After years of inactivity, the Bayou Highlands Neighborhood Association is reorganizing and reactivating.
Last Sat., April 16 a large block party with free
food, music, giveaways and games for the
kids was held at Bayou Highlands Neighborhood Park to inform residents of the benefits
of having an active association.
Interim President Norm Scott took the
initiative to revive the association that has
been defunct for more than five years. His

we can do for each other,
how we can help each
other.”
Samantha Richardson,
chair of the Gathering of
Women, Inc., explained
that the honorees undergo
a strict review process that
starts in October of the
previous year. To evaluate
the nominations, a selection committee gauges all
names within the context
of community involvement, leadership, commitment, a concern for
humanity and having an
enduring and meaningful
impact.
The Roger and Renee
Ambrose Education Scholarships were presented to

Norm Scott, left, with Tom Lally
plan was to have a cookout to get people excited and hopefully join the association.
“As a neighborhood we can accomplish
more in terms of a relationship with the city,”
he said. “If we speak with one voice from the
neighborhood hopeful we’ll get more recog-

ST. PETERSBURG – Ya La’ford hits another one out of the park with her newest
installation at gate six inside Tropicana
Field.
La’ford teamed up with the Rays and
their community partner, a local chapter of
Big Brothers Big Sisters of America last
week to create a new mural titled “Pitching
Promises.”
Each participant received a sponge
baseball dunked it in paint and “pitched” it
towards the installation after stating a
promise to themselves and to the community out loud. Promises included being
truthful, successful, helpful, hardworking
and kind.
“It’s a physical manifestation of kids
making promises to their bigs (Big Brother
or Big Sister), the Rays and the community.
How they will make a meaningful impact as
they grow up, mature, and become citizens.

Ya La’ford and Big Brothers Big
Sisters of America participants.
Anybody can make a promise and fulfill it,”
explained Melanie Lentz, Rays vice president of strategy and development.
Unveiled last Friday during MLB’s
Jackie Robinson Day, a day that celebrates
the life and legacy of a barrier breaking
baseball player and civil rights activist.
The day honors his nine core values:

See BAYOU HIGHLANDS, page 8

See PROMISES, page 6
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REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Part 2
The Deity of Jesus
Christ
Jesus Christ is both
God and man. He is the
one God incarnate. “For in
Him dwells all the fullness
of the Godhead bodily”
(Colossians 2:9). “God was
in Christ, reconciling the
world to Himself” (II
Corinthians 5:19). “God
was manifest in the flesh”
(I Timothy 3:16). Jesus
Christ is the image of the
invisible God, our God and
Savior, and the express
image of God’s own person
(substance).
(See
II
Corinthians 4:4; Colossians
1:15; Titus 2:13; Hebrews
1:3; II Peter 1:1.) When the
New Testament writers
called Jesus God, they confessed Jesus to be God in
the Old Testament sense.
Jesus accepted Thomas’s
confession of Him as “my
Lord and my God” (John
20:28-29). He is not the incarnation of one person of
a trinity but the incarnation
of all the character, quality,
and personality of the one
God. As to His eternal
deity, there can be no subordination of Jesus to anyone else, whether in
essence or position.
Belief in Christ’s deity
is essential to salvation.
Jesus said, “If you do not
believe that I am He, you
will die in your sins,” making reference to God’s
name of I Am (John 8:24,
58). Only if Jesus is truly
God does He have power
to save from sin, for only
God is the Savior and only
He can forgive sin (Isaiah
43:25; 45:21-22; Mark 2:7).
All names and titles of
the Deity properly apply to
Jesus. He is the one God
and the one Lord (John
20:28; Acts 9:5). He is the
Jehovah of the Old Testament. (See Exodus 3:6, 14
with John 8:56-58; Isaiah
45:23 with Philippians 2:1011.) He is not only a Child
and a Son but also the
Mighty God and the Everlasting Father (Isaiah 9:6).
Jesus is the incarnation
of the Father. Jesus said, “I
and My Father are one”
(John 10:30). “The Father
is in Me, and I in Him”
(John 10:38). “He who has
seen me has seen the Father. . . . The Father who
dwells in me does the
works” (John 14:9-10).
Jesus is the Son of God.
The term “Son” refers to
Christ’s human identity (as
in “the Son died”), and it acknowledges the union of
deity and humanity in
Christ (as in “the Son will
return to earth in glory”),
but it is never used apart
from God’s incarnation. It
never refers to deity alone.
The terms “God the Son”
and “eternal Son” are nonbiblical. The role of the Son
began when Jesus was
conceived miraculously in
the womb of a virgin by the
Holy Spirit (Luke 1:35;
Galatians 4:4; Hebrews
1:5).
The Holy Spirit is the
Spirit that was in Jesus
Christ (Galatians 4:6;
Philippians 1:19). “The
Lord is the Spirit” (II
Corinthians 3:17). The
Holy Spirit does not come
as another person but
comes in another form (in
spirit instead of flesh) and
another relationship (“in
you” instead of “with you”);
the Holy Spirit is actually
Jesus coming to dwell in
human lives (John 14:1618). By the Holy Spirit,
Jesus fulfills His promise to
dwell in our midst when we
gather in His name
(Matthew 18:20). Thus, all
who experience a genuine
work of God encounter one
Spirit, not two or three.

They do not experience
three personalities when
they worship, nor do they
receive three spirits, but
they are in relationship
with one personal spirit
being, the Spirit of Jesus.
The name of Jesus
means Jehovah-Savior and
thus denotes God dwelling
with us (Matthew 1:21-23).
It is the highest name and
the only saving name
(Philippians 2:9-11; Acts
4:12). It encompasses the
fullness of God’s revelation
in the New Testament.
In eternity, we will see
the one God as revealed in
the person of Jesus Christ.
Jesus is the One on the divine throne. (See Revelation 1:7-8, 17-18; 4:2, 8.) The
vision of the One on the
throne and the Lamb depicts the Incarnation and
Atonement. The Lamb is
not a second person but a
symbol of Christ as the sacrifice for sin. The Lamb actually came out of the
throne and sits on the
throne (Revelation 5:6;
7:17), yet God in His sovereignty and transcendence
always remains on the
throne. God and the Lamb
is one being with one
throne, one face, and one
name (Revelation 22:3-4).
Only Jesus is both sovereign and sacrifice—deity
and humanity—at the
same time. He is the image
of the invisible God, and
His name is the highest
name by which God is revealed. In Heaven, if we
asked to see the Father
apart from Jesus, the
words of Jesus to Philip
would still apply: “He who
has seen Me has seen the
Father; so how can you say,
‘Show us the Father’?”
(John 14:9).
The Humanity of Jesus
Christ
The Scriptures proclaim Christ’s genuine and
complete humanity. (See
Romans 1:3; Hebrews 2:1417; 5:7-8.) He was human in
body, soul, spirit, mind, and
will. (See Luke 22:42; 23:46;
Acts 2:31; Philippians 2:5;
Hebrews 10:5, 10.) Jesus
was a perfect human, with
everything genuine humanity includes. Christ’s
true humanity does not
mean He had a sinful nature. He was without sin,
He committed no sin, and
sin was not in Him. (See
Hebrews 4:15; I Peter 2:22;
I John 3:5.) He came with
the kind of innocent
human nature that Adam
and Eve had in the beginning.
Belief in Christ’s humanity is essential to salvation (I John 4:3). If God
did not truly come in the
flesh, then there is no
blood for remission of
sin, no sacrifice of atonement. The purpose of the
Incarnation was to provide a holy human (not a
second divine person) as
the mediator between the
holy God and sinful humanity (I Timothy 2:5).
Jesus acted from both
divine and human viewpoints and spoke from both
divine and human self-consciousness. Only as a
human could Jesus be
born, grow, be tempted by
the devil, hunger, thirst, become weary, sleep, pray, be
beaten, die, not know all
things, not have all power,
be inferior to God, and be a
servant. Only as God could
He exist from eternity, be
unchanging, cast out devils
by His own authority, be
the bread of life, give living
water, give spiritual rest,
calm storms, answer
prayer, heal the sick, raise
His body from death, forgive sin, know all things,
have all power, be identi-

fied as God, and be King of
kings. In an ordinary person, these two contrasting
lists would be mutually exclusive, yet the Scriptures
attribute all of them to
Jesus, revealing His unique
identity as both God and
human.
Although we must recognize both deity and humanity in Christ, it is
impossible to separate the
two in Him. (See John 1:1,
14; 10:30, 38; 14:10-11;
16:32.) While there was a
distinction between the divine will and His human
will, He always submitted
the latter to the former.
While on earth Jesus was
fully God, not merely an
anointed human. At the
same time, He was fully
human, not just an appearance of a human. He possessed the unlimited
power, authority, and character of God. He was God
by nature, by right, by identity; He was not merely deified by an anointing or
indwelling. Unlike a Spiritfilled believer, the humanity
of
Jesus
was
inextricably joined with all
the fullness of God’s Spirit.
Christ’s
humanity
means that everything we
humans can say of ourselves, we can say of Jesus
in His earthly life, except
for sin. In every way that
we relate to God, Jesus related to God, except that
He did not need to repent
or be born again. When
Jesus prayed, submitted
His will to the Father, and
spoke about and to God,
He simply acted in accordance with His authentic,
genuine humanity.
Jesus is the fullness of
God dwelling in perfect humanity and manifesting
Himself as a perfect human
being. He is not the transmutation of God into flesh,
the manifestation of a portion of God, the animation
of a human body by God, or
God temporarily dwelling
in a separate human person. Jesus Christ is the incarnation—embodiment,
human personification—of
the one God.
Conclusion
The beautiful message
of Scripture is that our Creator became our Savior.
The God against whom we
sinned is the One who forgives us. God loved us so
much that He came in flesh
to save us. He gave of Himself; He did not send someone else. Moreover, our
Creator-Savior is also the
indwelling Spirit who is
ever present to help us.
God told us how to live and
then came to live among
us. He showed us how to
live in the flesh and laid
down His human life to
purchase our salvation.
Now He abides within us
and enables us to live according to His will. David
K. Bernard
Till next week,
God Bless.
Rev. Dr. Robert L. Harrison, PhD – pastorrobharrison@gmail.com,
@drrobharrison (Twitter),
Robert Bob Harrison
(Facebook)
Pastor - The Apostolic
Open Door Church of God
& True Holiness - 2800
41st Ave. N, St. Pete www.weareholiness.org |
Church of God and True
Holiness, Intl. – www.trueholinesschurches.org
First Vice President NAACP St. Petersburg
Branch
Chaplain - Southern
Christian Leadership Conference of Pinellas
Parent Support for Education Council Member |
Chaplain - Dept. Juvenile
Justice for Circuit 6

Ribbon cutting ceremony for
One Church One Child of Florida
RIVERVIEW — One
Church One Child of
Florida announces the
opening
of
their
Riverview office to serve
the SunCoast Region and
assist in addressing the
critical need for adoptive
and foster families and
homes and mentors for
children in foster care. A
ribbon cutting ceremony
is scheduled for Tues.,
April 26 from 11:30–1
p.m. at Mt. Zion African
Episcopal
Methodist
Church located at 5920
Robert Tolle Drive in
Riverview.
Refreshments will be
served and there will be
information available on
adopting, fostering, mentoring, partnering and
volunteering.
Remember that on
any given day, there are
about 800 children in
Florida’s foster care system available and waiting
with no family identified
to adopt them. Over 50
percent of the children
waiting are minorities.
The One Church One
Child
program
was
founded in 1980 to help
the state of Illinois successfully address the disproportionate number of
African American children lingering in the foster care system. The
program was implemented in Florida in
March of 1988 to address
the state’s overrepresentation problem.
One Church One
Child of Florida partners
with the Florida Department of Children and
Families, churches and
community based care
lead agencies and local
organizations to help
raise awareness and educate the faith community
and individuals regarding
the needs of children in
foster care. Rev. Beverly
H. Lane serves as the
Florida State Board of Directors President and Regional Vice-President for
National One Church

Chavon by Marissa Moss

Emmanuel By Dan Weisberg

Iyana and Solomon by Pezz Photo
One Child.
There is a great need
for adoptive parents to
provide a loving, permanent home for children in
foster care. Now is also
the time to find critically
needed foster families
who can provide a temporary home for children
needing a temporary family until permanency can
be found as well as mentors who can offer guidance.
If you would like more
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Help needed in getting 4 youths to
the DMAXX Sports Youth All
American Game
BY DAVID STONER
Neighborhood News Bureau

ST. PETERSBURG —
DMAXX Sports has selected
four Pinellas Park Thunderbirds players to participate
in the DMAXX Sports Youth
All American Game held
this June, in New Rochelle,
N.Y. However, travel costs
may prevent the athletes
from attending.
The boys selected for
this prestigious honor are
eighth grader Jayion McCluster and fifth graders
Eric Jackson, Zayvion
McCluster and Taveon
Wheeler.
While the three elementary school players were selected for their outstanding
play at the 2015 National
Youth Football League
championship game held in
Plant City, McCluster was
selected to participate from
a video that was sent to
DMAXX Sports.
“They have already won

two city championships and
a national championship,”
Royce Wheeler,
Taveon’s father, said.
These four All American
players will have an opportunity during the daily practices to interact with other
talented football players
their age from around the
country who were also selected to participate in the
DMAXX Sports Youth All
American game.
“It would be something
they would never forget because nobody forgets New
York!” Wheeler said.
While the uniform and
some equipment is furnished to the boys, many expenses remain that will need
to be covered by the players’
families. Expenses include
registration fees, travel expenses, hotels, food, etc.
Wheeler is anticipating the
costs to be between $3,000$5,000 for this rare opportunity.
Game related activities

include registration and
opening
ceremonies
Wednesday, June 29. There
will be team meetings, daily
practice and of course, the
big game Sunday, July 3.
Participants in the game will
receive helmets, a game jersey, pants, shorts and a practice jersey.
DMAXX Sports tournament will take place at the
Joe Fosina Stadium, Flowers
Park the week of June 29
and will showcase the nation’s best youth athletes.
Efforts are underway to
raise funds through a “Go
Fund Me” account at
www.gofundme.com/2ym2
rvqc or people interested in
contributing to the fundraising efforts can also contact
Royce Wheeler at (813) 4384590.
David Stoner is a reporter in the Neighborhood
News Bureau at the University of South Florida St. Petersburg. Photos taken by
Thomas Stoner.
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Gallerie 909 celebrates two years of art
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Back in March of 2014,
Carla Bristol was speaking
to a lady about helping
someone get a job at a consignment shop. That’s when
she had an epiphany. In that
moment she decided to
open up an art gallery in the
heart of south St. Pete. A
short time later, Gallerie 909
opened its doors and the
rest is art history.
“We’ve featured a variety
of local and national artists
from the states and as far
away as the Caribbean,” said
Bristol.
Bristol’s vision to open
an art gallery on 22nd Street
South has helped create a
cultural hotspot that attracts
people from all parts of the
Tampa Bay area. Last year
Tampa Bay Business Journal Reader’s Choice Awards
named Gallerie 909 as one
of Tampa Bay’s top three
galleries, placing it right behind The Dali Museum and
Chihuly Collection.
The gallery, nestled in between Chief’s Creole Café and Deuces BBQ,
celebrated its second year
by featuring the graphic
works of Melissa A. Mitchell
from Atlanta.
Wearing a colorful head
wrap and orange blouse,
Mitchell talked about how
she discovered her passion,
or rather how her passion

found her.
“I was bored during a
snow storm in Atlanta and I
had to find something to do
with my time other than eating snacks and watching
TV,” recounted Mitchell.
Mitchell’s boredom led
her to rummage around the
garage where she found a
piece of wood and some
paint. “I began to do some
doodles. I added some black
lines to give the piece some
strength.”
Mitchell created her first
piece of art and sold it on Instagram, and she’s been creating art every since.
“This might be my calling in life,” said Mitchell,
who began selling more
pieces of her graphic art and
then started doing murals
around the city. Like Bristol,
Mitchell also had an
epiphany.
For every celebrated
epiphany there’s a soundtrack and Cleo Hart provided an afternoon of
mesmerizing smoky jazz
sounds.
One of the last stops in
the Warehouse Arts District, Gallerie 909 features a
new artist for the Second
Saturday ArtWalk. Coming
up in May, “A Vice in Color”
featuring visionary artist
Ramel Jasir will begin at 5
p.m. with an Artist Talk at 7
p.m.
Go to gallerie909.com
for more information or call
(727) 565-3930.

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, APRIL 21, 2016

COMMUNITY NEWS
The sun is shining over PTC
BY RAVEL JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Last April Pinellas Technical Education Center was
officially re-dedicated as
Pinellas Technical College
(PTC). One year later they
unveiled their new logo to
match their new state of
mind.
“Our logo is like a sun
coming up and that’s what
we are doing—we’re coming
up; we’re moving up,” said
PTC Director Boe Norwood
at the April 8 unveiling.
They pulled out all the
stops in celebrating their
new look on both the St.
Pete and Clearwater campuses. WiLD 94.1 DJs Bootleg Kev and Davy Rolando
were on hand providing
party music; a smorgasbord
made possible by the Culinary Arts class included
everything from fried
chicken to empanadas and
t-shirts, lanyards and book
bags were handed out to all
the students.
“In talking with students
this morning, they feel that
there’s a new beginning that
the sun represents on the
logo—that their life is
changing. Their future is
changing and they have a
lot of opportunity and promise ahead,” said Executive

Director of Career Technical Adult Education Mark
Hunt.
“I love the logo. In landscape management and
nursery management the
sun is essential for growth,”
said PTC student Laura
Clarke.
Adding the word “college” onto their name best
describes what they have to
offer. Norwood feels that
the courses they teach are
comparable to a college or
university, but with a fraction of the cost.
“The average person
can come here and not owe
a penny and go out with a
very successful full-time job
in the field of their choice,”
he said.
Since the name change,
more people are stopping
by to see what they have to
offer, which prompted them
to add new courses that are
in demand in the Tampa
Bay area.
“Based on the Chamber
of Commerce, manufacturing is the number one job
around here, so we added
an Automation and Production Technology course,”
said Norwood, explaining
that the county spent over
$600,000 in getting the program off the ground.
Other new courses include Network Support

Services, Advance Welding
Technology, which is so
popular it has a waiting list,
Medical Administrative Specialist and Landscape and
Turf Management.
PTC is making it almost
impossible not to pursue an
education. Realizing that
transportation problems is
the number one obstacle in
attending school, this past
January PTC teamed up
with Pinellas Suncoast
Transit Authority (PSTA) to
offer students and staff
members free bus rides
simply by showing their student or work identification
badges.
Visit
www.pcsb.org/
myptc for more information
or call (727) 893-2500.
About Pinellas Technical College
Since 1962, PTC has
helped students gain a solid
technical education and
first-rate careers at both the
Clearwater and St. Petersburg campuses and at extension
and
clinical
locations. They provide
postsecondary education,
continuing
education
courses and commercial
training focusing on over 40
exciting career areas and
nearly 60 programs. Close
to 5,000 students are already entrusting their futures to PTC.

www.pcsb.org/myptc
Our mission is to provide students
the opportunity to develop national
workplace competencies to fill the
needs of business and industry.
Vision: To be our community’s first
choice for workforce training.

ADMISSIONS

FINANCIAL AID

New classes start five times per year: August,
October, January, April and June.
1. Take the TABE (Test of Adult Basic Education).

• Financial aid, which consists of Federal and State grants,
and scholarships, is available to those who
qualify and can help cover the cost of a Pinellas
Technical College education.

2. Meet with a counselor to discuss your TABE results,
program interests and requirements.

• To apply for financial aid, complete the application
at www.fafsa.gov. The School Codes are 005605
(Clearwater campus) and 013917 (St. Petersburg campus).

3. You may visit your program(s) of interest.
4. Apply for Financial Aid.

• Veterans and other eligible students may use their
Veterans (VA) benefits, including the Montgomery GI Bill
and Post 9/11 GI Bill, at Pinellas Technical College.

5. Complete registration form, confirm your
residency status, and pay for class.

• Pinellas Technical College accepts Florida Prepaid and the
Florida Bright Futures Scholarship.

TWO CAMPUS LOCATIONS
Clearwater Campus
6100 154th Ave. N.
727-538-7167

St. Petersburg Campus
901 34th Street S.
727-893-2500

Accreditation by: Council on Occupational Education (COE) 7840 Roswell Road,
Building 300, Suite 325, Atlanta, Georgia 30350 770-396-3898 or 800-917-2081 and Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools Council on Accreditation and School Improvement
(SACS CASI), 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, Georgia 30033, (404) 679-4500

ENROLL NOW FOR THE NEXT START DATE - JUNE 13, 2016!
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Celebrating Robinson’s core values
From PROMISES, page 1

Courage, determination,
teamwork, persistence, integrity, citizenship, justice,
commitment and excellence. All nine values are
encompassed in the La’ford’s most recent installation.
The installation is more
than a piece of art; it’s
meant to instill courage in
children to be what they
want to be no matter their
current situation. Through
determination,
teamwork and persistence, the
children helped create a
permanent visual and environmental change that
thousands will see over the
lifetime of the stadium.
Only true commitment to
integrity and justice will
keep each child focused on
fulfilling their promises as
citizens, guaranteeing excellence in life.
La’ford said the children she works with make

her feel like a superhero.
“Working with children like
this makes you feel as if you
are swooping in with a cape
on, you’re showing them
that they can do and be anything they want to be.
You’re bigger than them,
you’re directing them and
you’re giving them this experience that they would
have never had the opportunity to do, they look up to
you.”
Mayor Rick Kriseman
reaffirms La’fords superhero-esque contributions to
the community. “Ya is an
amazing artist and besides
just her talent, what she
gives to this community,
from her time and her service but also how she inspires, her artwork is so
inspiring.”
“I wanted them to think
about not what’s happening
right in front of them but in
the future…. if we actually

get them to look at their future, that’s when we are really sparking a change and
making a difference,” said
La’ford.
Inspired by the Rays’
yellow sunburst, La’ford
combined her innate artistic ability and her passion
for inspiring children to create a piece of interconnectivity and connection.
“This in a lot of ways
represents the best that we
can do with the Rays, in fulfilling our mission of energizing the community
through the magic of Rays
Baseball…. I feel the Rays,
I feel the energy and I feel
interconnectivity,”
said
Brian Auld team president.
Laura Mulrooney is a reporter in the Neighborhood
News Bureau at the University of South Florida St. Petersburg. Victor Langford
provided photo on front
page.

“Pitching Promises” adorns the wall at Gate 6 inside of Tropicana Field.
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21 years of dining with men
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Bethel A.M.E. Church celebrated its 21st annual Dine
With Men Who Cook last
Sun., April 17 at the Thomas
“Jet” Jackson Recreation
Center.
Rev. Kenneth Irby complimented the cooks as well
as the community for making this yearly tradition a
success.
“It has been a great joy
and contribution to the community to bring folks together to fellowship and see
that there are some men
who can cook, burn, and
throw down,” he said.
This yearly event offers a
delightful and healthy competition between male cooks
as they highlight their culinary abilities and contribute
to community development.
Part of the proceeds will
help offset expenses for
Bethel AME’s Breakfast
Feeding Ministry.
For close to two decades
the ministry has been feeding members of the community, including the homeless,
with a free breakfast
every Sunday morning. Donations of clothes, personal
care items and holiday gifts
are also given freely to
needy families and individuals during certain weeks out
of the year.
The NCAA sized basketball gym was transformed
into a mega banquet hall,
and surrounding the dining

area were numbered chef
tables. The cuisine ranged
from soul food to Caribbean
dishes
with
decadent
desserts including of pies,
cakes and cookies to boot.
Even WTSP-Channel
10’s lead anchor Reginald
Roundtree got in on the fun.
He showed off his cooking
skills with shredded pork
with black beans and yellow
rice, a dish he ate frequently
while growing up in Miami.
Close to 1,000 hungry
residents got to see
Roundtree in a totally different light, behind his chef’s
apron as opposed to a jacket
and tie.
A special table close to
the entrance featured four
pint-sized chefs: Aaron
Lestor Jr., Jaquez, Kaleif and
Morris McCray. These four
young men teamed up to exhibit restaurant-level culinary skills.
“Me and my friends
cooked fettuccini with
shrimp, sausage, crabmeat
and Alfredo sauce,” said
Jaquez.
The future chefs also
created a salad medley and
a choice of deserts featuring
brownies topped with orange-flavored icing.
Close to 60 chiefs participated in this year’s gastronomical delectation. Sam
Pruitt came in third place,
Bernard King placed second and this year’s top chef
was James Lawson.
To reach Allen Buchanan,
email abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY



Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE
CONTROLLING THE WAY YOU EAT?

H ELP
727-724-6292 (PAT)
FOOD ADDICTS
IN RECOVERY
ANONYMOUS
CALL FOR

OR VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

www.foodaddicts.org

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Next to Skyway Mall)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm

 

 


 




SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com




   





  


Law Office Of

RONALD L. NELSON, P.A.
ATTORNEY AT LAW
• Auto Accidents and Injuries
• Divorce and Family Law
• Employment Discrimination
• Wills and Probate
1247 First Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705

727-345-9292 • www.RonNelsonLaw.com
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before
you decide, ask the lawyer to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.
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Bayou Highlands Neighborhood Association is reactivating
From BAYOU HIGHLANDS, page 1

nition and response from the
city and city agencies.”
Having moved to St. Pete
a year ago, Scott and his wife
settled in Bayou Highlands
because of its proximity to
downtown and the beaches
and it has one of the lowest
crime rates in the city.
Council of Neighborhood
Associations Membership
Chair Tom Lally was on hand
to enjoy the afternoon and
was really pleased with the
turn out.
“I’ve been looking around
for so long for someone to
start this association up
again,” he said. I ran into
Norm and look what he’s
done in a really short amount
of time.”
Lally wants citizens
around the city to know that
events such as Saturday’s
block party can be funded by
the Mayor’s Neighborhood
Mini Grant Program. Eligible
applicants must be a neighborhood, homeowners or
business association listed on
the city’s neighborhood con-

tact or Crime Watch lists, or in
the process of forming an association with the assistance
of the city.
“There’s money out there.
The city is willing to help invest to have these kinds of
things,” Lally stated.
He also wants citizens to
know that the Kriseman administration
encourages
neighborhoods to start up associations, and the mini grants
may just be the boost that
some neighborhoods need.
Scott organized a group of
residents to walk the entire
neighborhood and hang door
flyers on all 478 doors to get
the word out about the block
party. And by the looks of the
crowd, their efforts paid off.
Hundreds of people came out
to meet their neighbors,
members of the police department and the fire department.
Pam has lived in the
neighborhood since 2000.
Growing up in the Childs
Park area, she welcomed the
atmosphere in Bayou Highlands.

“We don’t have to worry
about all the crime like I was
accustomed to when I was
growing up,” she said. “I like
the fact that there is diversity
in the neighborhood versus
what we had when I was
growing up, and that’s what I
wanted my kids to experience—the diversity of families
and cultures.
Bayou Highlands is a
small community on the
south side of town. It’s a family
friendly neighborhood with its
own park, tree-lined streets
and some homes dating as far
back as the 1920s. Its boundaries are from 45th Avenue
South to 54th Avenue South
and from Martin Luther King
Jr. Street South to Fourth
Street South.
Winston and Joan Miller
have lived in the neighborhood since 1988 and raised
two children in their house.
Coming from New York City,
she finds it a little bucolic, but
a great place to raise a family.
“It’s a little rustic but not all
the way out in the woods,” she

said. “There is a mix of people,
which I like. It’s always had diversity.”
Both members of the old
association, they site the economic down turn as one of the
reasons why it shut down.
“We had a good neighborhood association before but
after the economy took a dive,
a lot of changes happened in
the neighborhood and it just
fizzled out,” said Winston.
Munching on cheeseburgers and chips, neighbors
sat under shade trees getting
to know each other. The
Millers met Scott for the first
time and found out that they
not only both originally hail
from Jamaica, but that they
both attended the same college in New York during the
same time period.
Since the association was
last in full swing, many new
faces have moved into the
neighborhood. Mac Ruger
just moved in last month and
took some time off from
home renovations to meet
some of his neighbors. He too

appreciates the diversity of the
neighborhood.
“I would drive around before I moved in and I saw
white people walking their
dogs; my neighbors are
Asian; I saw black people
walking their dogs. I just
thought that was pretty good
to see nowadays,” he stated.
The first monthly meeting
will be held Saturday, April 30
from 12-2 p.m. at Bay Vista
Recreation Center, 7000 4th
St. S. City Councilman Karl
Nurse will be in attendance
and the topic of discussion will
be how the association can be
reinitiated.
Scott envisions having
three people serve in four offices: presidency, vice presidency,
treasurer
and
secretary.
“So each office will have a
minimum of three persons
serving and they will have
equal responsibilities,” said
Scott. “In speaking with former officers, I think for the
most part they were burnt
out.”

Mary Darling can attest to
that. She was the president of
the old association for seven
years. She said she is willing
to be in an advisory position,
but does not want to be an officer.
“It got the point where
there was a lot of work to do
and a lot of people weren’t
stepping up to help and it was
the board that was doing all
the work. I was doing multiple
things and decided to step
down.”
Darling said that everyone wanted to attend the
events but no one wanted to
put in the work. “It’s a lot of
work to keep the neighborhood going,” she said.
Scott encourages everyone to sign up on
nextdoor.com and like the association of Facebook to keep
up with the goings on.
For more information
about the mini grants, please
contact the Community Services Department at (727) 8925141 or email them at
ICAN@stpete.org.
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Birthday surprises create enjoyable celebrations
BY EMMA COOPER CAVIN
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG —
Surprise, surprise! When the
blindfold was removed, Mrs.
Katherine Bozeman Jones
looked around the new banquet hall, which was beautifully decorated in purple and
white.
“Nice atmosphere; I like
the music,” Mrs. Jones
mused. Then, she carefully
began to look at the people,
as some of them looked a bit
familiar. As she began to listen closely, she began to hear
what she thought were familiar voices. After curiously
looking and listening to
everything, she recognized
her niece and the voice of an
Alumni Choir member.
Finally, she noticed a
sign above the buffet area
that read “kitchen.” This
beautiful “new” banquet hall,
she realized, was actually the
fellowship hall of her church!
The faces and voices seemed
familiar because they were.
The entire room was
filled with her neighbors, former neighbors, friends, former co-workers, church
choir members, Alumni
Singers, a childhood friend
and her own family. From
Texas to Georgia, they all
pilled in to celebrate Mrs.
Jones’ 90th birthday Saturday, April 16 at Bethel Community Baptist Church.
Not only were her children hovering around her,
but also there were grandchildren, great-grandchildren, cousins, nieces and
nephews. Seeing them all together was something she
was looking forward to later
in the year, during the summer or during the winter holidays. But the joy this
surprise brought to her and
this group of celebrants was
immeasurable.
She was almost too ex-

cited to eat the delicious dinner or a slice of that mouthwatering cake with her age
on it.
The program included
short talks from some and
notes from all of the guests,
many of which were read to
the group and saved in a
notebook for Mrs. Jones to
read again and again. Numerous birthday cards with
gift cards were given so she
can enjoy many hours of
shopping at a wide variety of
stores.
Swapping stories, recalling special experiences, planning a similar gathering for a
later date, eating and taking
pictures kept the group engaged all evening. Roses
were presented to Mrs.
Jones by her children. Four
of her six children were present for Saturday’s party and
Sunday’s family gathering.
Four of her six children
were present for Saturday’s
party and Sunday’s family
gathering. Dean, the oldest
son, Derek, Duane, and
Dawn were just as excited as
their mother about this celebration. Dana, her second
son, is deceased.
Tuesday morning, Deidra, her other daughter,
drove from Atlanta to take
her mother shopping and out
to lunch. With her were her
daughter Moira and her fourmonth-old grandbaby girl.
With four generations together, Mrs. Jones had another exciting day! She felt
the love and basked in the
warmth of it.
Granddaughters
Carmella and Damita took
pictures of all of the partygoers. Back at the hotel and at
church on Sunday, more
photographs were taken.
The two of them plan to
make memory books to hold
the pictures, cards, and other
memorabilia from this eventful time.

Grandson Julian, a second year college student,
said that, “Having a grandmother is awesome! I am especially pleased that she is so
full of energy and has a good
memory. My family is very
fortunate to have her. She
keeps up with all of us. Many
of my friends do not have a
grandmother.”
The first phase of the surprise unfolded Friday
evening when Mrs. Jones received a call from her daughter Dawn and son-in-law
Logan. They wanted to let
her know that they were
driving from Atlanta to take
her out to dinner Saturday afternoon for an early celebration of her birthday.
More surprising was the
ringing of the doorbell just
minutes later and those two
faces smiling at her when she
opened the door. They were
already in town and on the
way to check into their hotel.
Mrs. Jones was not expecting anyone to come to
visit until the weekend after
her birthday, which was
Tuesday, April 19. If you ask
what she likes about surprises, Mrs. Jones will usually tell you that she doesn’t
like them at all. She likes to
know what is ahead and
what she is supposed to do.
“Getting surprised almost knocked me out! I had
to sit down for a minute,”
Mrs. Jones explained.
Baffled by the way her
children worked to get so
many people together with
no one letting her know
about the plans, she continued to ask, “How did they do
that?”
Mrs. Jones is now 90
years young and very active
in church and community activities. She travels, sings in
concerts, works at the polls,
runs her own business and
just enjoys the great life that
God is allowing her to live.
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2016 Distinguished local heroes
From AWARDS, page 1

She has served Pinellas County in the field of
education for 27 years as
teacher, assistant principal, principal and now in
her current position of assistant director. In fact,
she holds the distinction
of being the first black
principal of Bay Point
Middle School.
She was also an adjunct instructor for St. Petersburg College, and also
taught computer literacy
and applications to adults.
Clarke has dedicated
her life to social justice
and equity for all. By
working in her sphere of
influence, she has facilitated equal and equitable
educational opportunities
for all students.
In her role as assistant
director, Clarke focuses on
the community workforce
development through the
management of technical
education programs and
the success of hundreds of
students annually.
She was involved in implementing the Girlfriends
program
in
Pinellas
County, and received
recognition from Governor Charlie Crist for leadership in the NFL Play60
initiative while principal of
Bay Point Middle School.
Ann Marie Clark received the Education,
Training & Development
Award.

Lounell C. Britt
Lounell C. Britt
Born and raised in St.
Petersburg, Britt graduated from Gibbs High
School in 1956, Paine College in 1960 and Golden
Gate University with a
Master’s Degree in Public
Relations in 1982. She
worked for the Florida
State Department of Children and Families for 34
year.
She retired in 2001
from the position of district operations and program manager, where she
was responsible for operations, program/policy development and budgets
for Family Safety, which
encompassed foster care,
protective services, adoptions and child abuse investigations. She was also
responsible for developmental services and aging
and adult services. These
programs covered Pinellas
and Pasco counties and involved oversight and management responsibilities
for more than 300 staff
members and a 50 milliondollar budget.
Britt is a founding
member and the current
executive director of
James B. Sanderlin Neighborhood Family Center.
She is responsible for
managing over a million
dollar budget for programs provided by the
center.
She is an active and
faithful member of the
Zeta Upsilon Omega chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. and New
Faith Free Methodist
Church, where she serves
as church treasurer.
She is the mother of
two daughters and one son
and the grandmother to
six adorable grandchildren. She also was the
caregiver for her mother
who died at age 103.
Lounell C. Britt received the Humanitarian
Award.
Bro. John Muhammad
With the personal

motto of “believe and do
good,” Bro. Muhammad
has been involved in grassroots organizing and community outreach since
joining the Nation of Islam
in 1997 at age 21.

Bro. John Muhammad
He has a passion for
uniting people and developing the next generation
of leaders. Bro. Muhammad co-founded the St.
Pete Stop The Violence
Coalition in 2012, and in
2013 and 2014 the group
was recognized by President Barack Obama and
received back-to-back National Volunteer Service
Awards from his office.
As president of the
Childs Park Neighborhood Association since
2011, he has increased
membership and led the
group to be recognized as
“Neighborhood of the
Year for Civic Engagement” as a result of their
campaign to “Put Neighbor Back in the Hood.”
Muhammad
Bro.
helped cofound the Community Development and
Training Center, Inc.,
which is a non-profit corporation that helps individuals and groups develop
their potential and accomplish their personal and
professional goals by connecting them with resources
and
opportunities.
Married to his high
school sweetheart for 23
years, he and Tashawn
have three daughters:
Keara, Ja’Kevia and Zakiyyah and two grandchildren.
Bro. John Muhammad received the Volunteer,
Advocacy
&
Community Leadership
Award.

Cheryl CrenshawRobinson
Cher yl CrenshawRobinson
The youngest child of
Frank and Doris Crenshaw, Crenshaw-Robinson
graduating in the top 10 of
her East Orange, N. J.,
high school. She went on
to graduate with a Bachelor’s of Science from Seton
Hall University’s College
of Nursing. She specialized in obstetrics and gynecology at NYU.
Returning to New Jersey, Crenshaw-Robinson
began teaching nursing in
a diploma, hospital- based
nursing school. She re-entered Seton Hall University obtaining a Master’s
Degree in Nursing and an
Advanced Degree in Nursing as a Pediatric Nurse
Practitioner.
A year after completing school, she relocated
from the northeast to
Miami where she was a
clinical educator at Jackson Memorial Hospital.
After relocating to St. Pete,
she secured a teaching position at St. Petersburg
Junior College in the nursing program where she
taught pediatrics and obstetrics, both the didactic
and clinical components of
these specialties. Bayfront

Medical Center offered
Crenshaw-Robinson a fulltime position in their Level
III Obstetrics Department
ushering in a new era.
She spent 22 years at
there and worked as a clinical specialist, nurse manager, nurse recruiter and
the clinical director for
Women and Children. In
2003, Crenshaw-Robinson
was recruited to Community Health Centers of
Pinellas, Inc., where she
remains employed as the
director of Clinical Operations for 10 healthcare
centers.
She shares three beautiful children with Hendri
Robinson: Destiny, Cyrel
and Hendri II.
Cheryl
CrenshawRobinson received the
Health & Awareness
Award.

Pastor Deon Lett
Pastor Deon Lett
Founder and senior
pastor of New Destiny International Church and
Ministries, Lett is also the
founder and president of
their Affiliate Alliance that
oversees
pastors,
churches and orphanages
in Africa and Haiti.
Deon Lett Ministries
focuses on transforming
lives with God’s unlimited
love and power and expanding the kingdom of
God locally and globally.
Believing that the
church has a vital role to
play in the end time outpouring of the Spirit of
God, Pastors Deon and
Carmen Lett carry a mantle to reach the broken, revive God’s people and
expand the Kingdom of
God on earth. The result is
life-changing transformations through salvation,
deliverance, discipleship
and empowerment.
He also has planned,
overseen and orchestrated
many city-wide outreaches
providing goods and services to the community. His
church has an outreach
ministry for the homeless
and hopeless of where
they provide food, clothing
and spiritual guidance.
Lett leads mission trips
to Haiti several times a
year where they go into
the mountains and feed
and clothe adults and children. He serves on several
national and international
boards, holds an honorary
doctorate and has been in
full-time ministry for more
than 30 years. Married
with two children, they
currently reside in Pinellas
County.
Pastor Deon Lett received the Spiritual & Religion Award.

Hospital as the chief executive officer since June of
2013. Nichols held multiple executive level positions in HCA since joining
the company in 2001. His
tenure includes serving as
CEO of John Randolph
Medical
Center
(Hopewell, Va.); CEO of
CJW Medical Center
(Richmond, Va.) and as
Associate Administrator of
West Florida Hospital
(Pensacola).
Nichols received his
Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration from
South Carolina State University, and his Master’s
Degree in Healthcare Administration from Indiana
University. He is a member of the National Association of Health Services
Executives
and
was
named one of the Richmond, Va., area’s Top 40
Under 40, as well as a Top
Healthcare Leaders Under
40 by “Richmond Magazines.”
He is active in the community, serving as a board
member of the St. Petersburg Chamber of Commerce, as well as serving
on the executive cabinet
for the American Heart
Association’s Heart Walk.
He and his wife Andrea
are the proud parents of
have two sons, Donovan
and Cameron.
Dia Nichols received
the Business & Leadership Award.

Dr. Leonard Confident
Dr. Leonard Confident
While attending high
school at Canterbury
School of Florida, Dr.
Confident spent time
training with one of St. Petersburg’s most prominent family physicians,
Dr. Frederic Guerrier.
He went on to obtain
an undergraduate degree
at the University of South
Florida. He then studied
abroad in England and
earned his medical degree from St. Christopher’s
College
of
Medicine.
Upon his returned to
the United States, he completed his residency training in family medicine at
Columbus Regional hospital in Columbus, Ga. During his residency, he
traveled to Haiti to provide
much needed medical
care to the victims of the
massive earthquake.
Once he completed his
residency, Dr. Confident
worked in the prison system providing medical
care for a year before returning to St. Petersburg
to start working at Professional Health Care Of
Pinellas.
He is now working
hard to provide excellent
healthcare to his community.
Dr. Leonard Confident
received the Health &
Awareness Award.

Dia Nichols
Dia Nichols
Voted an “Up and
Comer” by “Modern
Healthcare Magazine” in
2012, Nichols is a Fellow
of the American College
Erik C. Smith
of Healthcare Executives,
which signifies his expertise, experience and comErik C. Smith
mitment to continuing
The Cultural Compeeducation and professional tence and Inclusion Direcdevelopment.
tor at Cox Target Media,
He has led Northside Smith has developed a cul-

tural competency rubric
that shows how diversity
coupled with inclusion creates opportunities for innovation, drives revenue and
enhances recruitment, retention and professional
development of employees, franchisees and suppliers channels.
He has over 25 years of
experience as a corporate
finance and marketing professional, and is also the
Managing Consultant and
CEO of Carlton Consulting, Inc., a cultural competence and marketing
advisory firm specializing
in strategic planning, capacity building and crosscultural marketing for
both profit and not-forprofit enterprises.
Smith’s most recent engagement was becoming
the executive director of
The Jeff Johnson Institute
for Urban Development,
whose focus is to train the
young urban professionals
for leadership. Additionally, he served as the COO
of Jeff’s Nation, a consulting firm with offices in
Maryland and Ohio and
whose specialty is media
and message consulting.
He has consulted for
numerous Fortune 100 advertising agencies, public
relations firms and consumer product companies
globally.
Before founding Carlton Consulting, Inc., he led
all marketing functions for
216 Entertainment and
Recording, LLC, a small
cutting edge agency specializing in youth and ethnic marketing.
Smith
educational
background consists of a
MBA from Case Western
Reserve University and a
Bachelor’s Degree from
Duke University.
Erik C. Smith received
the Business & Innovation
Award.

to give back to the wonderful community of St.
Petersburg, at least as
much as it has given to
them.
The Tomalin family received the Family of the
Year Award.

Jane Johnson Hussar
Jane Johnson Hussar
A transplant from Ottawa, Ohio, Johnson Hussar has been a Florida
resident since 1967. Employed in the Pinellas
County School system for
23 years, she has dedicated her life activism.
• Homeowners Association President and Crime
Watch chair
• Volunteer of the Year,
GFWC Florida Federation
of Women’s Clubs
• Pinellas Education
Foundation recognition for
20 years as a Take Stock in
Children ambassador
• Safety Harbor Chamber of Commerce Board of
Directors
• Safety Harbor Citizens Academy
• Pinellas County
Schools, Special Achievement Award
• City of Safety Harbor
Citizen of the Year
• Domestic Violence
Awareness and Prevention
Co-Chair, GFWC Florida
Federation of Women’s
Clubs
• Featured speaker for
The Florida Association of
Partners in Education,
Florida PTA, Florida De-

The Tomalin Family
The Tomalin family
Dr. Kanika and Terry
Tomalin were married
June 19, 1999, in St. Petersburg. They met while
both working as journalists for the St. Petersburg
Times.
Kanika serves as
deputy mayor of St. Petersburg, Florida’s fourth
largest city. She was appointed in 2014 by Mayor
Rick Kriseman. Terry is
the Outdoors and Fitness
editor for the Tampa Bay
Times. A well-known adventurer, his journalism
has taken him around the
world.
They are the parents of
two children, Kai and Nia
Tomalin. Kai is a 14-yearold ninth grader at the
Canterbury School of
Florida. Nia is a 12-yearold sixth grader at The
Canterbury School. Both
are honor students who
excel at track, cross country, karate and piano.
Kai earned the prestigious rank of Eagle Scout
earlier this year, an accomplishment often achieved
at 17 or 18 years of age,
and Nia has been awarded
Superior and Excellent ratings as a member of her
Junior Thespian Troupe
this year.
The family attends St.
Thomas Episcopal Church
and is committed to various community service in
their spare time, in keeping with their commitment

partment of Education,
General Federation of
Women’s Clubs
• Created the county’s
first HIV/AIDS program
where parents and educators from 16 elementary,
middle and high schools
attended a five-panel
forum
• On the steering committee for Parent University,
a
school
and
community program that
features over 80 workshops for parents and
guardians.
• Created Macy’s
Light the Way, a partnership with Macy’s, which
has resulted in over one
million dollars of marked
out of stock goods being
donated to families and
community groups
• The Cougar Closet,
Countryside High School,
helps over 600 low income
students with free clothing
and school supplies
• Secured clothing to
the Homeless Missions in
St. Petersburg and Clearwater
Jessica Papa
Born and raised in
Clearwater, Papa is an
eighth generation Floridian. She attended St. Cecelia School in Clearwater
for elementary and middle
school and graduated from
Clearwater
Central
Catholic High School.
Throughout
high
school she was active in
the community volunteer-
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Jessica Papa
ing with many organizations, including Kimberly
Home, St. Vincent DePaul,
Light of Christ Catholic
Church and the Belle of
the Ball Project.
She went on to attend
St. Petersburg College
where she received her
AA and was a member of
Phi Theta Kappa honor society. Papa obtained a
bachelor’s degree from
USF in archaeology, completing her degree by
working on an archaeological site in Honduras.
She is currently the
chief merchandising officer with the Belle of the
Ball Project, a non-profit
organization that collects
and distributes gowns to
girls who reside in low-income households or
whose family is in temporary financial straits, and
serves on the board of directors.
She married her high
school sweetheart and has
a one-year-old son.
Jessica Papa received
the Young Woman of Distinction Award.

Lyn Johnson
Lyn Johnson
A native of St. Petersburg, Johnson grew up
with news in her blood.
Her father, Cleveland
Johnson, Jr., founded The
Weekly Challenger newspaper in 1967. Being technically minded, she decided
to attend a television video
production course at Pinellas Technical College.
After graduating, she
worked for WTOG Channel 44, WTSP Channel 10
and WFLA Channel 8 in
their production departments.
While employed at
Channel 8, Johnson enrolled at Eckerd College
and received a Bachelor’s
Degree in History, where
she obtained the writing
skills that helped her become the publishing editor
of The Weekly Challenger in
2012.
Since her short time at
the helm, Johnson has redesigned the paper and
brought readership up by
focusing strictly on community news, adding national news only to the
website.
Continuing her plan to
bring the Challenger into
the digital age, Johnson
aims to strengthen its online presence by adding
more interactive features
and is in the process of
creating video news clips
to accompany the stories
in print.
She has received the
Community
Service
Award from the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference, the Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Humanitarian Award from the National Council of Negro
Women and the Legacy
Business Award from the
Black Heritage Festival.
Married with one
child, Johnson is currently
obtaining a master’s degree in library science
from Drexel University.
Lyn Johnson received
the Journalism & Communication Award.

Nikki Gaskin-Capehart
A native of St. Petersburg, Gaskin-Capehart
holds a Bachelor’s Degree
in Communication from
the University of South
Florida. She is a graduate
of Leadership St. Petersburg, National Urban Fellows America’s Leaders of
Change Cohort II, Tampa
Bay Public Leadership Institute, Whitney M. Young
Jr. Emerging Leaders,
board member and graduate of the Tampa Bay
Chapter of the New Leaders Coalition class of 2014.

Nikki Gaskin-Capehart
Gaskin-Capehart was
appointed by St. Petersburg Mayor Rick Kriseman to serve as the
director of Urban Affairs.
She is leading the city’s
plans in the urban core
with a focus on the South
St. Petersburg Community Redevelopment Area
to better leverage existing
community resources and
direct new investments in
people, programs and purpose that will be sustainable and impactful for the
life of the 30 year plan.
She is diligently working to continue the momentum of the significant
investments made over
the past decade. The
Urban Affairs platform
was developed to focus on
four areas of investment;
opportunity creation, nurturing neighborhoods and
families,
connecting
through cultural affairs
and being a catalyst for
commerce.
Prior to her position
with the city, Gaskin-Capehart was the director of
Communications and External Affairs for the Pinellas County Urban League,
deputy district director for
Congresswoman Kathy
Castor, executive director
of the Partnership for a
Healthier Pinellas, outreach director for Congressman Jim Davis,
owner of Sanaa’ Systems
Inc. and assistant vice
president of Community
Development Banking for
AmSouth Bank.
She volunteers with
several local mentoring
and community groups to
empower youth and young
adults to reach their full
potential. Working on a
professional and personal
level to impact lives in the
areas with the highest
level of need, yet the most
promise for growth and
progress.
Nikki Gaskin-Capehart
received The Gwen Reese
Lifetime
Achievement
Award.

Rev. Dr. Wayne
Thompson
Rev.
Dr.
Wayne
Thompson
A native of St. Petersburg, Rev. Dr. Thompson
has been at the forefront of
youth initiatives locally
and nationally. He was national president of One
Church, One Child, which
is a national recruiting advocate for African-American children to be
adopted.

Thompson attended
seminary at Florida Memorial Seminary and
the Interdenominational
Theological Center in Atlanta. He started in the
ministry in 1975 and became pastor of First Baptist Institutional Church in
1984 after being an interim
pastor for a year.
His unbridled passion
coupled with his exceptional gift for communication have afforded him
numerous notable gubernatorial appointments and
has made him a much
sought after preacher and
lecturer, both locally and
nationally.
Rev.
Dr.
Wayne
Thompson received the
Faith Visionary Award.
Audrey
“Pat”
McGhee
Always living the life of
fashion, McGhee has 20
years of experience as a
retail manager/makeover
consultant for Colony
Shops, Inc., in addition to
being a fashion consultant
for Malarkey International
India. She’s been featured
in just about every media
outlet in the Tampa Bay
area, and her fashion
shows are always sold out.

Lewis received his
Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration from
Bethune Cookman College and his Master’s Degree in Criminology from
the University of South
Florida. His professional
career included being a
probation and parole officer for the State of Florida,
Criminal Justice Project
Coordinator with St. Petersburg College, an adjunct professor at the
University
of
South
Florida, Florida Metropolitan University and St. Petersburg College and a
consultant with 21st Century Research & Evaluations.
His most endeared position, which he held at
the time of his death, was
director of family services
at the Pinellas County
Urban League. He served
on many community forums, and was an active
member of the Eta Rho
Chapter of Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity.
A deacon at New
Jerusalem
Missionary
Baptist Church, he was an
amazing husband to his
wife Janine and devoted father to his children Britteny,
Christopher,
Brandon and Micah, who
preceded him in death.
He was a faithful
friend to many, a mentor
and a supporter of many
causes to improve his
community.
Randolph B. Lewis received the Posthumous
Award.

marily focusing on the
youth with teaching life
skills, athletic training,
providing afterschool tutoring, nutritional education
and
financial
empowerment.
With
money being scarce, many
times Parker had to contribute his own personal finances to help keep the
doors open.
He is also the president
of Deuces Live on 22nd
Street South, the president
of AVA and the president
of the Pinellas Chapter of

the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference.
His love for the sport of
wrestling led him to take
over as wrestling coach for
the
Lakewood
High
School. The team made a
remarkable turnaround
this season, even attending the Regional Wrestling
Competition.
Parker is married and
has six children.
Toriano Parker received the Community
Building & Public Service
Award.

Anne Marie Clark

Erik Smith

Audrey “Pat” McGhee

Bro. John Muhammad

Carmen and Pastor
Deon Lett

Rev. Dr. Wayne
Thompson

Dia Nichols

Dr. Leonard Confident

Cheryl Robinson

Janine Lewis accepted
or Randy Lewis

Audrey “Pat” McGhee
As CEO of an urban
couture clothing line designed for women ages 25
and older who want to
blend boldness with feminine beauty, McGhee focuses on individual body
size. She designs clothes
for women who are sizes 6
to 24, with a focus on the
women who are in the forgotten size range (12 –
24).
She feels her design
skills are a gift from God.
McGhee uses her talent to
work with women at the
peak or in the valley of
their lives (figuratively
speaking). Her clients include bridal party participants, women in the midst
of life changing illnesses
who require a wardrobe
makeover, ladies who are
taking their careers to a
new level and others who
simply desire to makeover
their look.
McGhee is involved in
many community service
projects. She has worked
with Earth Missions Inc.,
Youth Cultural Program,
Resource for Women,
“Tribute To Women”
(Forster Kid Project), St.
Petersburg College Fashion Show, Life Link charity, St Paul’s Baptist
Church, Safety Harbor,
Cashmere & Colors Productions, Fletcher Productions and Angelia’s
Hair Salon.
She is a member of
Without Walls International Church, and is on
the board of AIDS Services Association of Pinellas.
Audrey “Pat” McGhee
received the Cultural &
Heritage Award.
Randolph B. Lewis
May 4, 1959 – October
10, 2015
Born in Jacksonville,
Lewis was the founder and
president
of
Lewis
Maxwell Training Consultants, Inc., a multidimensional education, business
and criminal justice training firm. He presented
keynote speeches, workshops and seminars at numerous law enforcement
and community outreach
conferences and authored
“Xbox, Hip Hop and
Dreadlocks: Reconnecting
the Generations.”

Terrence J. Ware
Terrence J. Ware
A native of St. Pete,
Ware attends Lakewood
High School and will graduate next month.
A star athletic, he won
the 2015 Track & Field
MVP, played junior varsity
and varsity football and
was a member of Student
Government.
He has
been offered scholarships
in track and field from
Barton Community College in Great Bend, Kan.,
and also a four-year scholarship from Aurora University in Illinois.
His goals are to go into
a program for athletic
training or sports medicine and make the
Olympic team.
Ware received the
Young Man of Distinction
Award.

Lounell Britt (center)

Nikki Gaskin-Capehart
Toriano Parker
Toriano Parker
A native of St. Petersburg, Parker graduated
from Gibbs High School.
He received a Bachelor’s
Degree in Business Marketing and Finance from
Waynesburg College in
Pennsylvania.
After working for
Equifax Credit in Clearwater, he decided to pursue
his dreams of becoming
an entrepreneur and
started his own accounting and financial service
firm in 2000 called Parker
Financial Services.
In
2008,
he
founded Advantage Village Academy (AVA), a
non-profit organization pri-

Toriano Parker
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family







  



 




  

  

 




  



 
 

    
  
   
  
    






Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.
  




Victory Christian Center Church














Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.


 

 




 
  

  




 

 

      
  
  








 
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
   
10:30 a.m.
  

 

 





Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.








 


  
  
 
  
  
 
   

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

 





BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567



SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.


Pastoral Banquet
Please come and join us as we continue
celebrating Pastor Clark and Lady Debbie Hazley
10th pastoral anniversary.
When: Saturday, May 14, 2016
Where: Hospice, 3050 1st Ave. S, St. Pete
Time: 5pm- 9pm • Price: $30.00
All tickets are purchased in advance; \
no tickets will be sold at the door.
This is a formal affair.
To purchase tickets contact:
Karla Williams 727-342-2853
Raymond Hicks 727-768-4899
or Denise Murray 727-517-6060


Contact: 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY

 

 
   
    
   
  


      
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
 

 
 
 




Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015



THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

YOUR Church Ad
Should Be HERE!





Without Walls International Church
Senior Pastor, Randy White
Sundays at 9:00am and 11:00am
Thursdays and 7:00pm
4414 N. Grady Ave Tampa, FL 33614
www.withoutwalls.org 813-879-HOPE

Contact:
727-896-2922

CHURCH NEWS
McCabe United Methodist Church

Friendship MBC
INVITATION SUNDAY
AT THE SHIP - The Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church,
which is often referred to as
“THE SHIP”, will hold their regular Worship Sunday Services
at 7:45 am, 10:45 am and Sunday Church School at 9:30
am.“WEDNESDAY IN THE
WORD” NOON DAY FROM
12:00 NOON UNTIL 1:00 PM
(THE BEST ONE HOUR OF
YOUR DAY) AND “PRAYER &
WEDNESDAY
IN
THE
WORD”
ALONG
WITH
“YOUTH ENRICHMENT” AT
7:00 PM – THE COMMUNITY
IS WELCOMED TO JOIN US - YOU DON'T WANT TO
MISS
ANY
OF
OUR
“WEDNESDAY
IN THE
WORD” STUDIES IN GOD'S
WORD. The public is welcome
to attend Sunday Services anytime – you will find that all services place great emphasis on
our Savior Jesus Christ and His
loving atonement for all
mankind. The Pastor, Dr. John
A. Evans, Sr., Official Family
and the entire Church Family
extend to you a cordial invitation to join “THE SHIP” in fellowship. Continue
APRIL AT A GLANCE
Sat., April 23, at 3:30 pm,
held in the Upper Room – The
Annual Women's Ministry Tea
& Fashion Extravaganza
“Godly Women Making an Impact”, It's all about the HAT in
Fashion, secure your Ticket
right away, contact Sis. Cynthia
Pierce, Ministry Leader at the
Church or call (727) 403-3149.
WEST COAST NEWS:
CALLING ALL CHURCHES,

many hands make a lite work,
would YOU like to be a VOLUNTEER for the National Baptist Congress of Christian
Education, coming to Tampa,
June 19-24, 2016, we need, Ushers, Nurses, Choir Members,
Hospitality, Greeters and Drivers, all West Coast Churches
SHOULD HAVE the Volunteers Form, but if Your Church
does not have that information,
Contact Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church, 3300 31st St. S,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712, call us
at (727) 906-8300, provide your
E-mail address or come by the
Church and pickup a copy.
NATIONAL
BAPTIST
CONGRESS OF CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION NEWS:
National Baptist Congress
Convention Choir Rehearsal
Schedule: Monday, May 16,
2016 @ 7 pm – Friendship
MBC, 3300 31st Street S, St. Petersburg, FL 33712, THIS
CHOIR IS OPENED TO ALL
CHURCHES IN THE TAMPA
BAY AREA.
THE FOLLOWING TICKETS ARE ON SALE FOR THE
NATIONAL BAPTIST CONGRESS: Monday, June 20, 2016
at 7:00 pm at the WELCOME
TO TAMPA MUSICAL CONCERT, Tampa Convention Center, The Musical featuring
JOHN P. KEYS & NEW LIFE,
AND
KIERRA
(KIKI)
SHEARD and the 500 Convention Voice Choir – Get Your
Tickets Now At NBCUSATAMPAMUSICAL2016.EVENTBRI
TE.COM.
Wednesday, June 22, 2016
at 6:00 pm - THE PRESI-

DENT'S EDUCATION BANQUET held at The Tampa Marriott Waterside Hotel and
Marina, The Florida Ballroom,700 South Florida Avenue, Tampa, Florida 33602 –
All Checks & Money Orders
are to be Payable to: Central
Florida Fellowship: Please go
to the NBCUSA, Inc. Website,
FOR TICKET INFORMATION
AND
BANQUET
TICKET FORM.
COMMIT TO MEMORY
FRIENDSHIP:
“WHERE
THERE IS A TEMPLE,
THERE IS A NEED, AND
WHERE THERE IS A NEED
THERE IS PROVISION, AND
WHERE THERE IS PROVISION, THERE IS GOD, WHO
PROMISED TO SUPPLY ALL
OF OUR NEEDS, ACCORDING TO HIS RICHES IN
GLORY.
“THE SHIP” won't sail without YOU! For additional information on any of the
announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church 3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
Church Office: (727) 906-8300 E-Mail: fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “LIVE STREAMING”:
Visit Our Website:
www.fmbctheship.net Visit Our
FACEBOOK PAGE Visit West
Coast Baptist District Association Website: www.expericencethecoast.com
NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727) 9068300 – MONDAY – FRI. FROM
9 AM - 3 PM.

St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor,
the Reverend Brian K.
Brown, its official staff of
Deacons and Trustees, and
the entire congregation, extends to the community at
large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded
in a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central core,
the belief that we are a haven
of hope, help, and healing for
a lost world hungry and
thirsty for the word of God.
At St. Mark, we as a body of
believers are Christians willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for the
awesome gift of His son,
Jesus Christ.
Events in the Month of
April 2016
Apr 23 - 3rd Annual St.
Mark Mission Awards

Luncheon sponsored by the
General Mission Department. Recognizing the efforts of ministries and
ministry workers who have
gone above and beyond in
their efforts.
Apr 24 - 3rd Annual Children and Youth Ministry
(C.Y.M.) 2016 Youth Explosion-Time 3:30 p.m. Theme:
Soldiers for Jesus Christ –
Scripture: 2 Timothy 2:4
“Thou Therefore endure
hardness, as a good soldier
of Jesus Christ”
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of
all ages. Sunday school
starts each Sunday morning
at 9:30 a.m. All are invited to
come out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday: 5:00 p.m.

Members and the general
public are invited to come
out to study the Bible with
us, and learn “What Baptists
Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held
every Tuesday at 6:00 p.m.
Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2:004:00 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday: 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wednesday evening: 7:00 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd
Wednesday of each month:
7:30 p.m.

McCabe
United
Methodist Church invites
you to its Friends and Family Day, this Sunday, April
17 at the church, located at
2800 26th Avenue South.
Rev. Michael Frazier is the
church’s pastor.
Services begin at 11
a.m. For more information,
call 727-641-4874.

Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

I AM Health
Scripture – “For I AM
the Lord that heals you (Exodus 15:26).”
Denial – “I release all
sickness, pain, disease or
discomfort.”
Affirmation – “I AM
healthy. I AM healed.”
While in the wilderness,
the Hebrew people murmured and complained and
as a result they experienced
the bitter waters of Marah,
which made them sick.
Moses prayed for the healing of the waters and the
health of people. God
showed him a tree whose
leaves and limbs were able
to change the waters from
bitter to sweet.
Sickness, pain, disease
and discomfort are not
meant to be a continual part

of our existence. Just as
waste passes through the
body, sickness, pain, disease
and discomfort are to be released from our bodies
rather quickly. We are fearfully and wonderfully made;
therefore, the body naturally
heals itself and regenerates
its cells (Psalms 139:14).
When we have chronic
conditions, terminal illness
and persistent pain, it is important for us to go beyond
the surface of these challenges and discover metaphysical meaning cause
(bitterness, unforgiveness,
error thinking, negative
speech, destructive behaviors). Regardless of hereditary conditions and doctor’s
prognosis, through reading
healing scriptures, denials,

affirmations and lifestyle
changes we recover from
any illness.
Jehovah Rapha means
God is health, healing and
wholeness. It is God’s will
that we are whole, a state of
being where there is nothing
missing, broken or out of
place in our spirits, souls and
bodies. It is important that
we do not affirm sickness,
pain and disease by saying I
AM sick. Instead, we are to
denounce sickness and send
it back to the nothingness
from which it came. We affirm the truth that I AM
whole.
Reflection Question –
Are you facing any health
challenges? If so, list them.
How can the I AM manifest
as health in your life?
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FAMU NEWS
Powersol recharging mobility at the FAMU Pharmacy graduates historic
FAMU School of the Environment first class at Crestview campus
Photos by Susie Garcia FAMU SOE

TALLAHASSEE
—
Mobile devices are not
only all consuming in our
daily lives, but it also
seems that they are essential to all we do. As it turns
out, there are more mobile devices on the planet
than human beings, and
those notebooks, cellular
phones and laptops have
to be charged. Finding
that energy source in the
traditional outlet is often
tough and sometimes a
mission that becomes
frantic because so many
people are doing the same
thing!
The Florida A&M University School of the Environment
is
offering
students the experience of
recharging and relaxing
courtesy of the sun. Powersol, a solar paneled umbrella, also brings solar
options into the conversation about sustainable energy resources.

SOE Dean Victor
Ibeanusi, Ph.D. said students are the instigators of
new technology and are
primed for taking solar energy into the future.
“Students are the leaders in Mobile Users. The
School of the Environment is committed to creating a student-centered
environment to support
the use of mobile applications in student learning
through the Powersol Umbrella. The solar umbrella
also serves as part of the
features of our outdoor
green corridor, where our
students can lounge and
are provided with affordable and sustainable
charging power anywhere,” he said.
Three Powersol umbrella stations will be
housed the south entrance
walkway of the Frederick
S Humphries Research
Center home to the SOE.

The umbrellas not only
provide protection from
UV rays, but the solar panels atop it also provide mobile device charging as
fast as a wall outlet, day or
night. Three weatherproofed ports charge up to
three mobile devices simultaneously. Intelligent
sensing
acknowledges
when the mobile device is
fully charged, and LED
display indicates how
much solar energy is currently stored for charging
needs.
The Powersol is manufactured by ZON. Sarah
Akin, who founded the
company, rebooted the application of traditional
solar power usage by combining it with a commercial-grade patio umbrella
to provide shade, clean energy, and convenient mobile device charging.
Going green has never
been easier.

TALLAHASSEE —
The Crestview campus of
Florida A&M University
graduated its first class of
21 students awarded the
Doctor of Pharmacy. The
ceremony was the result
of the effort of the late
Dr.
Durell
Senator
Peaden, who wanted to
build a school of pharmacy in his hometown of
Crestview.
The popular country
doctor mapped out the
plan on the back of a napkin. And though he did
not live to see his dream
come to fruition, he was
successful in establishing

a pharmacy school branch
campus, in a journey that
began eight years ago.
Originally named the
Rural Diversity Healthcare Center, it is now
called the Durell Peaden,
Jr. Education Center.
Okaloosa
North
County is one of many
rural communities that
lack adequate healthcare
and the professionals who
deliver service. Those educational opportunities
are not available there,
and Senator Peaden was
an advocate of improving
needed healthcare to communities like his.

Senator Dr. Durell Peaden

Under the Powersol, SOE Dean Victor Ibeanusi, Ph.D.
discusses a project with De Marcus Robinson of Atlanta and
Devin Crowther of Tallahassee, members of the Scholars in
Residence program for environmental science majors.

Shade and clean energy resource courtesy of a solar paneled umbrella.
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Another bonus of the
branch campus was that
the graduates did not have
to leave home. As a remote learning center,
technology brought instruction into their classrooms. The success story
boasts the employment of
the vast majority of graduates, most of them placed
in the region, allowing
them to serve communities in need.
The FAMU College of
Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical
Sciences
is
ranked among the nation’s top tier pharmacy
colleges.

